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HISTORY OF - THE FAMILY OF TAILLEFER, «lius
BORLASE, OF BORLAS FRANK TAILLEFER .IN
THE COUNTY OF CORNWALL

By WILLIAM COPELAND BORLASE, M.P,
Vice President of the Society of Antiquaries.

Thase who have felt the charm of Mr. Blackmore’s singularly
beautiful romance, * Lorna Doone,” may not be averse perhaps to
have presented to them in the following sketch the genuine
annzals of an old west-country family, who, for twenty genera-
tions at least, in direct male line, have made their home in the
county in which they still continue to dwell, and the vicissitudes
of . whose history cannot fail to recall, especially in its earlier
portion, the characteristics of the denizens of the famous Devon-
shive glen.

The traveller, in jowrneying through central Cornwall, when he
reaches that point on the bleak surface of fthe Goss Moor where
tire Tal and the Camel ave said to rise in the same rushy swamp,
will notiee, if he looks to the northward, a basin-shaped valley,
whose green slopes and patches of orchard ground are in marked
contrast at once to the waste which he is traversing, and to the
no less barren uplands which close in the bright oasis on the
further side.. At the head of this valley, that is, at its eastern
end, stands the parish church of St. Wenn, an edifice which
within the last few years was subjected to such complete
renovation, that even the old carved bench-ends were sold, and
nothing remains of what was ancient save the font, the pillars,
and the basement of what must have been an exceedingly solid
and handsome tower, until, “in a stormy night about the year
1663, the upper portion with the bells was struck by lightning
and the great part of the roof of the Church broken in” The
water for the font, as Hals, the old historian of the country
gossip, who ended his days in the parish in 1739, informns us, “ was
fetehed from a well: consecrated to the memory of the patvon
saint ; and here also on the downs hard by were the ruins of a
cemetery, an antient chapel, and (another) consecrated. walled
well dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen” ; ¢ from which,” adds the
same authority, “ at the tirst gush issueth-at all seasons of the
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2 HISTORY QF THE FAMILY OF BORLASE.

year the most water in one spout that ever mine eves beheld”
Carenza was the name it bore, being the Cnrnish word for “love,” in
allusion, no doubt, to the story of her whose memory the crystal
spring recalled. Tleve the people worshipped in the days belove
the Church was built. . All round about it stood a grove of oak
trees, “ till one Best, a lientenant in the Parliament serviee, cut it
down and demolished the chapel.”  Hals, who, as we may judge
from the following passage, was an ardent Jacobite, goes on to
tell us of further atrocities commitied by this same person, and
the fate which befell him in retribation. - Not only, he says, was
Mr. Cory, the then Viear of this parish, much persecuted by him,
but he once actually “lodg’d his troop of horse .in St. Wenn
church, and, with his companions, in a frolick, baptis’d the church
broom, and broke to pieces the foni stones” “He [Best]
“afterwards dy'd in great poverty, abounding with lies, temp.
“ William II1, slighted of his own childven, and pityed by few
“ Christians.”

From the earliest times the valley had been populous and -
portant. It was the very centre of the Cornish peninsula. Two
strong fortifications lay on its southern side:-—Castle-an-dinas,
a British earthwork, the key of the whole  country. from a
strategic point of view ; and Damelsa, a fortress, consisting, says
Dr. Borlase, “of three rampiers of stone and earth, after the
British manner, ‘as a hedge,” more immediately contiguous to
the valley itself. Its value lay not in any facilities it afforded
for the growth of grain,~for 1t must be remembered that until
the reign of Elizabeth, or even later, no field of waving corn
gilded the landscape from one end of Cornwall to the other—but in
the excellent plots of garden ground and in the shelter for home-
steads which the low-lying traect atforded, while the downs above
were equally in requisition as grazing- ground for sheep. Wool
for export and cheese for home consumption were the sole pro-
duce of the western farmer in those days; and, under these
conditions, every rich valley, formead into natural paddocks by the
fall of the ground, had a value of its own far greater, than, in
comparison with the higher lands, is the case to-day. Kach was
an oasis, dropped, as it were, from Heaven into the midst of a
desolate waste of heather- and rock ; each contained its chureh;
many of them had their religious establishment of monks or nuns;
while the yeoman freeholders, each one farming his own estate,
possessed that which caused them to be looked on with covetous
eyes by neichbouring lords, or even, as we shall see, by the King-
himself. The very names of the farms themselves bear their
testimony to the early condition of St. Wenn. Lancorla means
the “sheep-fold ”; Trewithan marks the “town-place in the
trees”; at Kelinack grew the ‘kelin’ or “ holly tree”; Rose-
mannon is the “butter down”; Skewis betokens the preseuce of
“shade ” ; Kernick is an exception, for it means “ rog:ky "5 but the
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rich tract of land which girds the valley on its northern side, and
creeps up the slope till it reaches the downs of St. Breock,
fully justifies, as no doubt it always did, tlie name it bears,
Borlase, “ the green hill side.”. Two fairs, a spring and autumn
ong, established at Tregonetha in 1520, mark the growing impor-
tance of the district in the 16th century.

It needs not the philosophy of Buckle to tell us that good lands
produce good men. - If the next parish, Withiell, could boast that
the gallant Sir Bevill Grenville was born there, St. Wenn, too,
could tell us of more than one remarkable man who could have
claimed the valley as his birth-place. From Tregurtha, ors Tre-
gury, came Michael de Tregury, born there towards the close of
the 14th century, who, after having been a teacher in the Univer-
sity of Caen to the French subjects of the English evown, became
suceessively the Rector of that University, Dean of Barnstable,
chaplain to Henry V., Archbishop of Dublin, and a Privy Coun-
cillor in 1450, “ with a salary of £20 per annum.” Hislife wasan
adventurous one, since on one cecasion he was taken prisoner by
pirates, and on-another was committed to prison in Dublin, in
which city he died in 1471, and was buried in St. Patrick’s
Cathedral: From Great Skewish, also in St. Wenn, came John
Skewish, author of a work on the Trojan War, and who acted as
deputy to Cardinal Wolsey when he was Lord Chancellor. - He
died in 1333, and, amongst other facts connected with him, it is
known that he had the privilege of wearing his hat in the presence
of the King.  The manors. of Cransworth, belonging to the

sonvilles;, and of Codiford Farlegh, a Royal manor in the
Botreaux family, were also in this parish. In connection with
the latter, Hals relates that the punishment of the *cucking
stool 7 had existed from the days of Henry III. down to the
17th century, and that in his time there was a walled pool for
this purpose by the side of the highway. The document, which
he states to be contained in one of the Books of the Exchequer at
Westminster, is not complimentary to the manners and morals of
the place. ~After setting forth that owing to the clamorous cries
of slanderous and meretricious women, many evils, such as con-
tentions, strifes, defamations, and diverse other iniquities occur
in the manor, “therefore,” it goes on to say, “our eustom is with
regard to them that when caught they receive judgment by the
cucking-stool, and there stand with naked feet, with their hair
let down and disshevelled, long enough to be seen by all who pass
Ly over the road, according to the will of our Bailiffs-in-capite.”

But, as it is not of the absent lords of the greater manors, but of
the resident owners of a comparatively small estate that we propose
to speak at present, we will pass from their surroundings, which
we have thus introduced, to consider the descent, name, and arns
of the Borlases of Borlase. Their place of residence, now called

~* Lower Borlase, but anciently Borlas Taillyfer, or Borla,s, Frank
: B
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Taillyfer, has passed out of the family for more than a century
and a half; but is in the possession and occupation of a worthy
representative -of that class of yeomen proprictors, who in the
Middle Ages made England what she was, who gained for her
those victories at' Agincourt and Poletiers, on which she looks
back with the most honest pride,-and whose numnbers and condi-
tion of independence it is the aim of our present land reformers
to restore.. The situation of the house was well chosen, snugly
nestling in the hillside with its face to the valley on the south.
Little remains of the old structure, which was pulled down only
a few years ago, though that little marks its great antignity.
An outlying portion of the building, used as a cow-house; but
still called “the parlour’ is the oldest portion, and can scaveely
be. more récent than the Edwardian period. The walls are of
great. thickness, and buttressed without. Traces of a morve
recent house, of late 16th or early 17th century date,; are to be
feund in two large embrasured windows, and in the bevelled
Jjambs of door-cases of dark (Catacluze) mmarble from quarvies near
Padstow, which have either been built into more modern walls, or
are lying strewn about the courtyards. There was a curious
porch, belonging to this Jater date, consisting of a little room built
out on granite pillars, a very common and picturesque feature
in old Cornish houses, but which has been demolished. - A tradi-
tion of the place pointed to this little room as that in which Dr.
Borlase, the historian of Corawall, wrote his history of the
county, the fact being, however, that he never visited the house
in his life. - To the orchards of this place the Borlase pippin
owes its name—a little golden apple with a lemon end—vhich
(probably introduced in the first instance from France) has
‘followed the family wherever they have gone.

Hals speaks of the Borlases of Borlase as “an old family of
gentlemen, sirnamed from that place”; and adds that “in the
north aisle of St. Wenn. church. were their. seats, and peculiar
burying places, where their arms were (tho’ since removed) in the
first erected seats.”  Tonkin, another Cornish historian, states
that « this lordship was given by King William II., surnamed
Rufus, to———Lord of the Castle of Talfer in Normandy, ever since
which his posterity have flourished here, and at Treluddero (in
Newlyn parish), in great esteem, by the name of B

Jorlase.” . On
this statement Whitaker remarks; ¢ This is a singular, perhaps a
single instance of a Norman or Saxon family assuming a Cornish
name.”  “Indeed,” he adds, “ I suppose it not to be truc”  Now,
as anyone who has paid attention to the study of English
genealogy is well aware, a grant of this age and nature made

~fo the direct ancestor of an existing family would be a thing
of the utmost rarity,—if not absolutely unique. The one great
difficulty in the compilation of our early pedigrecs, as for

“example in the cases of the Arundell and Fortescue families, is
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to find the link which carries them across the Channel to the place
of their undoubted origin in France. The source, however, trom
which Tonkin derived hiy information was not merely local tradi-
tion (nowhere more likely to be worthy of credit, by the way,
than in an isolated country such as Cornwall), but the nates of
Siv. Edward Bysshie (1654) on Upton De: Studio Militari, an
author who has left behind him a naine at the Colleoe of Arus
for integrity, learning, and care.: Dugdale speaks of lim as “that
learned gentleman my singular friend and furtherer of iy work;”
and it is said of him by Anthony & Wood that in compiling these
“notes,” which he-did “with great modesty,” he embodidd no
hearsay or traditions, but the results of researches among curious
and scarce MSS, and in this way succeeded in collecting to-
gether “more: family history of the nobility and gentry of
England by far than was to be met with in the three works which
he edited, or indeed in any Enclish works on the subject which
had previously appeaved.” His statement then is worthy of at-
tention, and it is as follows :—* The head of the family of Borlase
(who at the time he wrote was Colonel. Nicholas Dorlase, of Tre-
Iuddra) has in his possession a charter (“ diploma ”) of William,
the son of William the Conqueror, granting to his ancestor Talfer,
lord of the Castle of Talfer in Normandy, the estate called
Borlase in Cornwall; and- this saine estate- has continued until
the present day-to be the prineipal residence of the family, who
have married the heiresses of Pevtone, Reytone, Trevinor, Bos-
cawen, and Kindone.” The family papers, amongst which this
charter would naturally have been, descended to Nicholas's son,
Humphrey, and were, according to a tradition which there is no
reason to doubt, destroyed in the Fire of London. The informa-
tion they contained it has Leen our endeavour to replace, and the
result of researches conducted in Cornwall, at the Record Ofiice,
and elsewhere, has been to place beyond a doubt that the ancient
name of the family 2wcs in reality Taillefer; that they were of
French origin; that so far back as the reign of Henry IIL they
and their ancestors had been true liege-men of the English King
“time out of mind ;” that there is documentary evidence to prove
that the Taillefer living at the close of Henry IIL’s reign was
the dircet ancestor in male line of the present family of Dorlase;
that between his date and that of William Rufus there were
Taillefers resident in Cornwall ; that Bysshe’s list of heivesses is
substantially correct; that a very strong reason indeed existed
- why the family should have carefully preserved, from the out-
set, the papers containing the evidence of their lineage and the
title to their lands, since, as early as Richard 1L, they were called
on to prove theiv pedigree in answer to a charge of holding their
lands unlawfully as aliens from France; and, in short, that the
statement of Bysshe regarding the grant is, for these reasons,
presumably true.



6 HISTORY OF THE FAMILY OF BORLASE,

Before, however, we proceed to consider the history of the
Taillefers of Cornwall, it will not be without interest to enquire
what we know of the name in France., Where, for instance, was
the “ chiteau de Taillefer,” and whence did it derive its name?
It does not appear to have been in Normandy, as Bysshe states,
unless there were two places of the name, but in the prineipal
town of Angoumois, to wil, Angouléme. The original castle
was said to have been built by William Taillefer, second of that
‘name, Count of Angonléme, a crusader of great courage and piety,
who died in 1028, and was buried at the church of St. Cybard in
his native place. The grandson of this William was another
William Taillefer, the third Count of the name, who had been
disinherited by his uncle Geoffry. Of his descendants we hear
nothing ; but if he had a son, it is plain that he would have been
living in the reign of Rufus, and might fairly have been called
“Jord of the castle of Taillefer.” Now, let us notice a curious co-
incidence in the history of his father, the disinherited count, and
that of another Taillefer who was his contemporary. We know
that he would have been in the prime of life at the time of the
Norman Conquest; we read also (and this is the striking point)
that he went by the nickname of “ Chaussard,” or *“ Le Chansart,”
on account of his addiction to minstrelsy ; but beyond these facts
we know no more about him than that history does for him what
she does for all others in a like position,—~dismisses once and for
all from her pages the unsuccessful competitor in the race for
rapk and fortune. Now the question arises—Who would have
been more likely than he to have joined the French contingent,
which his near neighbour and kinsman, Roger Montgomeri, was
raising in this part of France for William of Normandy? Isit
so very improbable that we really hear of him on the field of
Senlac? Who is the Taillefer, whose exploits on the eve of the
battle are thought worthy of being chronicled by historians, both
in verse and prose, and whose figure disports itself in the
Bayeux tapestry ? Is he not described as “Taillefer, qui moult
bien cantoit” ; and does not the careful critic Mr. Freeman him-
self (who scems to have overlooked the disinherited minstrel
count of Angouléime) suggest that he must most probably have
been one of Roger Montgomeri’s contingent ? The very song of
Roland, which the “jongleur” sang, belongs to Aquitaine. In-
deed, it is impossible not to notice a coincidence so striking. If
he is none other than William Taillefer of Angouléme, the fact
that Guy of Amiens and the French Romancers call him “histrio ”

~and “joglere ” would count for little. It might merely point to
their desire not to offend the usurping relative, and indicate those
very traits of character which had rendered him unfit to govern,
and unable to hold his own. Without pursuing the subject
further, it is clear that, linked with the nanic of Taillefer at this
date, there is a field for further rescarch of a most interesting



PLATE I

1 THE ARMS OF TATLLEFER, of Perizord (the Clond and Badelaire added
from their Crest). :

2, THE .\R)IS OF BORLASE, (l‘/ on @ VA“ a( Norton Conyers).
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historical character, and which, through the minstrel of Hastings,
may connect the Taillefers of Cornwall with the ancient family
of Angouléme. : o

It would take a lengthy chapter in the romance literature of
the Middle Ages to give anything like an adequate account of
all whe incidents, mythical and historical, which have centred
in the name of Taillefer. If we look. at the word etymologi-
cally, it would seecm to be allied to those other words ending
in fer, such as wexzillifer, lucifer, salutifer, and to the inove
strictly medieval terns dapifer, scutifer, &c., which ave dis-
tinctly compounded with the Latin fero. Hudo “Dapifer,” the
“food-bearer,” - was the cup-bearer of Willlam the Con-
queror ; a name which is said to be still extant in the surnams
Dupper. . Indeed, in a letter of Philip of France in 1200, an
actual interpretation of Taillefer appears to be given in the
words “per Johauner: Talhifer, scutiferum.”* The fixst por-
tion of the word, if this be so, would probably be derived
from the medizeval form “tacla”; and the meaning would be
“weapon-bearer,” or, in other words, “thou that art bearing
my buckler and bow.” One of the earliest French spellings—
Taglafer-—seems to warrant this derivation. Romance writers
and heralds, on the othier hand, have built up their lecends and
drawn their coats and rebuses on the strength of a supposed
derivation from “tailler” and “fer,” the cutter of iron, which
would make the word analogous in composition to Tallebos,
Tailbois, or Tallboys (if indeed such is their derivation), and,
possibly to the English surnames “Cutwood” and “Cutbush.”

The legend which accounts for the origin of the name is
_given by the chronicler Aimar de Chabanois, who relates that
in the tenth centwry William, Count of Angouléme (grandson
-of Wulgrin, the first count and kinsman of Charles the Bald),
assumed the name of “Taillefer,” atter having defeated Storis
- a king of the Northmen in single combat, the reason for his
doing “so being that he had performed the great knightly
achievement of hewing his adversary literally in twain, through
breastplate ~and breastbone, with one single stroke of his
good sharp sword, called Corto (“I cut”?), which the smith
Wallander (our Wayland Smith) had forged for him. In con-
nection with this legend it is curious to notice that at the corona-
-tion of Henry III. of Enzland a sword was used known as the
sword of justice and merey, forming a part of the regalia of the
English Sovereign, and called “ Curtain” or “ Curtana.” The
Earl of Chester carried it before the King. It was a tlat sword,
_without a point; looking to which circunstance, and to its also

¥ Letter of Philib in the “ Cartulary of the Church of Notre Dame de Paris,
Y Corto, 1 cut (Spanish) ; eurto, I cut (Latin}. .



8 HISTORY OF THE FAMILY OF BORLASKH.

being entitled a sword of Inercy, some etymologists have traced
its name to the Latin “curto”—to cut. Frow the ancient
arms of Courtejambe, who bore two badelaives in fess, we may
probably infer that this kind of short sword was the same as is
represonmd by the heraldic “ badelaive,” a kind of cutlass. Now,
can it . that the “Curtain” was but a survival of the Corlo or
Cutor (as it is elsewhere called) of the orviginal Taillefer. If so,
it is clear that it formed part of the insignia of Henry’s mother,
Isabella of Angouléme, the last of her ian.llv in direet line, and
whose ancestor the first Taillefer was. The curious peint in-
volved in this question will become miore apparent, and its
interest will be enhanced, when we proceed to describe the early
bearing of the French Taillefers, and the sinpular arms (feund in,
not gre anted by, the Heralds” College) of Borlase of Cornwall. Of
the I.lttu, Siv Edward Bysshe declaves, with astonishment, that he
knew nothing like them in the heraldic records of any nation.
Had it struck him that the coat was a Taillefer badge, he could
at once have explained it; and had he scarched the French
heralds’ books for the arms of the family of Taillefer of Perigord,
he would have found a correspondence between the two, w hich
leaves no doubt that the one was merely a “difference” from
the other, and that both were rebuses on the name.

The Borlase arins, as found early in the reign of Henry VI,
were—“ Erm. on a bend Sa. two arms clothed Arg. (the hands
proper) issuing from clouds proper (or in some instances Vair
and flaming) ren(huo asundu‘ a horse-shoe (broken in the
middle) Or.”1

The armns, or rather the badge of Armand Taillefer, Almoner of
Brantoéme, as found on his seal in 1318, were —“A hand and
arm clothed, holding a sword bendwise, cutting asunder a bar of
iron, between 5 mullets (spur-rowels), 2 in chief, and 3 in
point.”* [Plate I, fig. 1.] -

This- ancient beanno‘ was- transmitted to the Taillefers of
Perigord, of whom Armand was a collateral ancestor, in the
iollowm(r form :—

“Gu. a right hand and arm clothed Arg. (the hand proper)
proceeding from the upper dexter anfvle of the shield (ie.
bendwise) holding a sword Arg. garnished Or, cutting a bar of
iron in fess Sa. accompamcd by two mullets of 8 rays Or” The
crest. was  “a. right hand and arm  proper (ie. flesh-colour)
‘clothed Arg., proceeding from a cloud Arg, and holding a bade-
laire [the Corto ?] Or”®  [Plate I, fig. 1.]

! MS. in the College of Arms. [See fac-simile in frontispiece.]

2 The seal, says Samnt Allals, bears ou the upper part the tigure of the Virgin Mary,
and be]ow-——“le‘u 4 Pantique, de la maison de Taillefer, qui est d'une main pam
d’Argent, taillant une barre de fer, d'vne dpée d'Or en bande, la wain accompagnde
de cing molettes d'éperon, deux en chef et trois en peinte.”

3 The Perigord Tallefers appear to have borne the Taillefer arms as follows -
“3 Técu de CGueules, an dextrochere de carnatien, paré dArgenc mouvant de



PLATE II.

1 ARMS OF BORLASE, of (‘ornwn“, tized in Deeds of the 17th century.
(Lo a Ring-dugup i the DParish of St. Just, date-cirea 1570, n the possession af
W, €. Borlase, 3LP.). - Six times the real size.
2 THE BORLASE ARMS, as given by Sir Edward Bysshe i his “ Notes on
Upton de Stadio Militari,” p. 93 (1654).
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CARMS OF BORTLASE, femp. HHENRY VIIL
CFrom a IS in lhe College of Arars.  Communicated by Steplhen Tucker, Isq.,
: “ Somersed Herald ).
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Now it is clear that by simply placing another hand holding a
seiudtar (or badelaire) bendwise in the left lower guarter of the
shield, we get. the appearvance of the two hands pulling at a

* broken horse-shoe 1and by making the black bar, the ground

work of the bend; and replacing the mullets by ermine, we get
the arms. of Berlase [Plate 11, figs. 1 and 2}; and we oltain the
curious fact that an early French rebus of the beginning of the
14th century, had beeome the coat armour of a Cornish family at
the close of the 13th, a coat which (though often misunderstood
by English heralds—two fishes having been inserted in ong case
[Plate 111} and a seroll [Plate I, fig. 2] in another) has remained
the bearing of the family to the present day. :
- We have noticed that, according to the I'rench gencalogists,
the grandfather of William, who was first named Taillefer, was
Wulgrin, who was. cereated ecount of Perigord and Angouldine
by his kinsman Charles the Bald.  He married Rogerlinde,
daughter of Bernard Duke of Toulouse ; and after having fought
several engagements with the Northmen, died on May 3rd, S56.
He was succeeded by his son Aldwin, who died aceording to the
chronicle of Angouléme on the 27th of March, 916, and was
buried at the church of St. Cybard.

His only son . was William, surnamed Taillefer, whose inheri-
tance, as he left no legitimate issue, was disputed between his son
Armand Taillefer, ealled Manzer, or the Bastard, and a cousin,
also called Armand, surnamed Bourvation, or Voratio, who made
himself master of Angouléme on the death of William. After a
fierce struggle for the inheritance, during which Armand the
Bastard slew Ranulph the brother of Armand in single combat,
the countship of Angouléme became established in the illegiti-
mate line, ;

Armand founded the abbey of St. Armand, and dying March
4th, 992, was buried at St. Cybard in the habit of a monk. The
affix or “to-name” of Taillefer, which had been adopted by
bim, was continued by his dircet descendants. He had
married Hildegarde, or Rengarde . . . by whom he had a
son. Williamn Taillefer 11, Count of ~Angouléme, who married
Girberge, or Gilbergue, daughter of Geoflry Grisgoneile, Count
of Anjou, and Grand. Master of France. He was a man of
great courage and piety, and the intimate friend and adviser of
William, Duke of Aquitaine, and Count of Poitou, who cave
him lands at Melle, Aunay, Rochechouart, Chabanais, Confolens,
and Ruflee. . He was said to have built the “chitean de Taille-

fer” in Angouléme. In 1026 he went to the Holy Land, and,

Iangle destre supérier, tenant une epée du méme, en hande garnie ’Or; tuillant une
barre de fer de Sables en barre ;. aceompagnées de deux wolettes d'éperon d'0Or & huit
ruds, une en chef, et Pautre en pointe.”  The crest is—* va dextrochere de carnation,
mouvant d’un nuage d’ Argent, paré du méme, et tenant un badelaire d’Or,
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dying April Gth, 1028, was buried in the abbey church of St.
Cybard.

He left two sons, Alduin, who succeeded him - as Alduin
Taillefer 11, Count of An Oou}eme. said to have been poisoned
by his wife Alaizie, or Alaaz, in 1030 or 1032 ; and Geofliy,
of whom presently William- Taillefer, “Le Chansart,” was
Alduin’s eldest son. He was \1scount of Mastas, or Matha,
and he possessed half ¥ronsac in right of his mother, who
was ~aughter of Grimoard, one of the fivst Viscounts of Flonwc
by Dea e Montignae. Me was dispossessed, as we have seen,
by his uncle Geotlry, whe seized Angouléme, and became cotnt
on the death of his brother Alduin. In “1/Art de Vérifier les
Dates,” it is said of him that the name Taillefer was continued
to him (although he was the representative of a collateral
branch; by which it is clear that unti] then it was only inherited in
t‘ne direct male hne) on account of his feats of strength in cleav-
ing helms and cuirasses. He died in 1040. His_ descendant
in the fifth generation was Wulgrin Taillefer, count of Aungou-
léme, who, mter waging war acvamst the Lnrrhsh died in 118 S,
lea.vmg a daughter and heiress Mathilda. This Mathilda was
deposed by her uncle Adomar or Aymar, in whom the name
of Taillefer does not seem to have been revived. He married
Alix, the divorced wife of the Count de Joigni, who was the
gra.nd daughter of Peter de. Courtenai, son oi Louls le Gros.
Count Aymm left one daughter and helrcss, Isabella, who was
first the wife of John, King of England, and secondly of the
Count de la Marche.!

DESCENT OF THE COUNTS OF ANGOULEME.

Whulgrin, created Count of Perigords=Rogerlinde, d. of Bernard
and Angoultme, d. 3 May 886. Duke of Toulouse,

1
Aldluin, Count of Angeuléme== William Count of==
d. 27 Mar. 916. PerigordandAgen.i
: ~ e R )
- William, surnamedsi Bernard Count==
Taillefer, Count of A. l of Perigord. l
An{mnd Taillefer,==Hildegarde Helie, Count== Armand, cal- | - William,
Count of A., called | or Rengarde.. of P. s.p. led Bouration surnanted
Manzer or the Bas- . or Voratio,s.p. |  Talleyrand,
tard, d. 4 Mar. 992 . . Bp.
A

1 It seewns that Cornish families were proud of their descent from Richord, King of
the Romaus, and King Jobn., In a magaificent pedigree of the Robartes family at
Lanhydrock {drawn up at the commencenient of the seventeenth century ‘”tbue
are coloured ujmftes of Johu ; of “ Isabella Taylefer ” his wife: of X:l(i}]ll!‘il, King of
the Romans j and of Henry IIL - The fumily who hore the nume of *Cornwall’ was
descended from Richard King of the Romians.
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A B
) T‘—"'"_'__’“"J | r T T
William Taillefer II,==Girberge or. ~Raoul or  Gaubert, _Fmme.=Boson, called
Count of A. Said | Gilbergne, Ranulph, - sp. “le wieil,”
to have built the | d. of Count .. ealled Count de la
Chiteau de Taille- | of Anjou. Bonpas, Marche,
fer, d. 6 Apr. 1023. 8.p. ;
T : 1
Alduin Taillefer II,5=Alaizie or Geoffry Taillefer, Count==Petronille
Count of A. l Alaazic. of A, d. 1040. | d’Archiac,

f - — 1 r J’ X
William Taillefer, Hugh de Armand de Foulques Taillefer,?()ondo‘.
called “Chaussard™ Taillefer. Taiilefer, Count of A, living |
or “Le Chansart,” 1089,

Viscountof Mastas,
d. cire. 1074,
J

Walliam Taillefer I1T,==De Vitapoi.
Count of A., d. 1120_J

(second | Count of A., d. 16| la Marche

" g
Amables=Wulgrin Taillefer 1}, 5=Pouche de
wife.) Nov, 1140, ’[(ﬁmt wife),

. ]
") r
Fouk{ues,Seigneur Geoffry  William Taillefer IV s=Enma{first =Margareta
de Mastas. Martel. Count of A., d. 7 Aug. | wife). {second
. 1178. wife).

1]
1 Y 1
Wulgrin Tail-== Willam, Adomar==Aliz. Helie,  Almodis=(1) AmndicuSire

lefer 111, Count s.p. orAymar, d’Albret.
of A,, d.1188. Count of =(2) Bernard, Vis-
A. countde Brosse.

[ -
Mathilda, deposed by Isabella,  Countess=(1) John, King ==(2) Count de
her uncle Aymar. of Angouléme. of England. la Marche.

From a younger branch of the family of these counts of
Apgouléme, whose arms they bore (with their own badge on
a scutcheon of pretence), were descended, according - to St. Allais,
the Taillefers of Perigord. From a rent-roll made in 1203 of
their estates, and those of the family of. Cozens, it appears
that they were considerable landowners at that early period
in the neighbourhood of Perigueux. A gale, a street, and a
faubourg in that town were ealled by their name; and their
residence was the Chiteau de Grignols. . Several of their patri-
monial properties bore their name, such as Talhaferie, Pommier
Talhaferencis, and the like.  From the same deeds they ap-
prar to have been connected with the commerce of Bordeaux
and the west coast of France in the early part of the. 14th
century. © In 1327, for example, Hélie de Taillefer sells a ship
alled “ The Ship,” or “ Vessel Dieu,” carrying tive funs of wine
or thereabouts, which had been captured in war by the English
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of Bordeaux, and which he and others” had purchased of Armand
Beulaigne for the consideration of 200 quarters of salt, Bordeaux
measure . Inthe island of Oleron they had another chiteau called
Meray, which in 1281 belonged to William Taillefer, knight, son of
William Taillefer and Fine de Mauriac, which latter, says St.
Allais, was incontestably the grandson of - the person. who caused
the rent-roll to be made in 1203. For upwards of 700 years (as the
same writer, who devotes no less than 60 pages to ‘their history
tells us), in direct succession, this family of Taillefer continued
in possession of the ancestral estates, until the male line became
extinct in the person of Count Wulgrin de Taillefer; who in 1822
published a work on the antiquities of Vesone, and died leaving
two daughters, o

Returning now to the Taillefers in Cornwall, we find that the
first one mentioned in-the Rolls (after the one to whom. Bysshe
declares that Rufus granted Borlase), is' William. Talevar, who
excuses himself on account of illness (de languore) from atten-
dance at the Assize held at Launceston in the 3rd of John
{1201-2) . In the succeeding generation (19 Hen. IIL, 1234-5).
we find the name of Richard Taillefer “as. one of the.“liberi
tenentes ” of the Bishops of Exeter, holding land in. Cornwall?
A quarter of a century later we find Richard Taylefer, one of the
defendants in a suit brought by the Abbot of Sherborne relating
to the manor of Licheham in Devon, and in relation to which a
plea is entered to transfer it to the court of Richard, “ King of
Almayn.”s

! Coram Rege Roll, 3 John, No. 9.
2 Testa de Newill, p. 202
3 DEvoN.—John DBrun, essoin of the Abbot of Shyreborn; offers himself on the fourth
: day against Philip le Teynturer, John de Fenton, Williaum le Granger, Richard
Taillefer, John de Deuelys, Richard de Karswell, Nicholas Treys-deners,
- Godfrey le Clerc, John de Windesores, Nicholas de Ivelcestre, Thomas de
.Langedon, and Martin Werling, of a plea wherefore they deforce from the same
Abbot and his men of Likeham the passige of the Water of Chekfan at Likham,
and the sale of sea-fish there, which the same Abbot and his men ought to
have; and also they distrain men arriving (applicantes) in his fee to give toil
- to the prejudice and grievanice of the same Abbot &e.- And they come not &e.
And they were summoned &c, . Judgment: let them be uttached, that they
be (here) in the Octaves of the Purification of the Blessed Mary (Hilary
term) &e.—De Banco Roll; 45-46 Hen, 111., Mich.; No. 18, . 62, y
Devors.—The Abbot of Shirburn by his attorney 2. Philip le Teynturer, John de
Fenton, Richard le Graunger, Rickard Taslefer, John Deneliz, Richard de Kurs-
well, Nicholas Treydeners, Godfrey le Clerk, John de Wyndesor, Nicholas de
Ivelcestre, Thomas de Langedon, and Martin Derling, of a plea wherefure they
deforced from him and his men of the Manor of Licheham the passege of the
water of Chekestan at Lichehnm, and the sale of sea-fish there, which the Abbot
and his mei ought to have; and they also distrained men arriving (applicantes)
in the Abbot’s fee to-give toll, to the Abbot's prejudice, &c. The defend-nts
did not appear, and made many defaults. The sheriff is to have thew bodies
(here) in Trinity term mext. ““And hereupon comes William Paschet, and
prays the Courtof the Lord: Richard, King of Aluain, therein &c.”— Coram
Rege Rolls (Tower Records), No, 28. . * Lastery 44 (46 1) Llevry 111, . 7, d.
[Norr~—This Roll is certainly for * Easter term,” but the year * {4 Henry 1117
is supplied by a modern hand, and must be incorrect, because on m. 13 {dorse
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In the latter part of the 13th century we arrive at the William
Frank Taillefer of Borlas Frank Taillefer, with whom the pedi-
gree, which is capable of absolute documentary proof, commences.
His nanoe is variously spelt Tailfer, Taillyfer, and Taillifer, and the
word Frank, meaning ¥rench, is added (in a document to which we
shall presently allude) at the end-.of the 14th century, as a dis-.
tinetive appellation both in his own™case and in that of his
residence;, which is styled Borlas Frank, or Borlas Taillyfer
(compare Stanstead Mount Fychet, Stanton Harcourt, &e) It
was of him that a jury found in the reign of Richard IL
that not only had it been proved that he had died seized of this
same “villa de Borlas Frank,” but that he had been born and
bred there, and that his ancestors had been true liege-men of the
King and his ancestors “atempore quo non extat memoria.” It
may be noted that the name of William Taillefer occurs no less
than four times in. contemporaneous records :—(1) In the pedi-
gree of the Perigord family as we have seen; (2) Inthe “Calendar
of Documents relating to Ireland,” where, under date Oct. 1,
1288, William Taillefer is one of the Commissioners who testify
to the extent of the estate of Thomas de Clave at Youghal;! (3)
In the Rotuli Hundredorum?® for the County of Kent, where, in
the reign of Edward I, William Tailefer holds land of Radulphus
Pyot; (4) In the Additional Charters in the British Museum,?
where, in. the 13th century, William Tallifer holds land in Bas
Folayne of the Monastery of S. Michel. Whether he is to be iden-
tified with any or either of these it is impossible to say. William
was succeeded by his son John Frank Taillyfer, alias Tailfer, alius
John Frank (Z.e. French John) de Borlas,in respect of whose title to
Borlas it was contended (as against his grandson) in the reign of
Richard 11 that he had heen “an alien sprung from Butzmm , an
enemy and a rebel to the realm of Eneland, in “the tine of the war
which was waged between Edward, King of England, Richard’s
grandfather, aud the French,” and tlmt therefore, the lands which
he thus acquncd without hoval Warrant, should be forfeit to the
Crown. It is noticeable that in the Repoxt of the Commis-
sioners® appointed- to - enquire into- this matter in 1399 the
charges of enmity and rebellion are dropped, and it is simply
a.verred that John Frane Tailfer, an alien, born in “ Britannia
Gallon,” and of French lineage, possessed himself of lands and
tenements in Borlas Frank and Bossoghammuir. without the

it ig stated that a certain action was commenced on 18th October, 45 Hen, ITL
The date of this roll is therefore, probubly, Easter term, 46 Hen. IIL . This
Holl is among the “Tower” Coram Rege Rolls, but may belong to the
© Common Pleas=De Banco.~ Ses De Banco Roll, Mich. 45-46 Hen. IIL
No. 16, m. 62.]

! Inq. p.m. 16 Edw. L, No. 71.

2 Vol. ii, p. 577.

? No, 13,448,

* Tatent Roll, 21 Rich. 1., part i, m. 23, d:
5 Coram l’we Rolt, 22 Rich, IL , Faster, m. 5 (2 nrs)
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Royal warrant, the which lands and tenements were held “of
others than of us”; that is, not “in capite” To the further
contention set up at the trial,  we shall come in due eourse.
Meanwhile we have - a curious notice of John Tayllefer, to
which, since it illustrates the state of local affairs at the time,
we may refer at length. In the Assize Rolls for Cornwall in
the 34th of Edward I. (1305-6),! appears the trial of certain
persons for entering-and plundering a ship belonging to John
de Ferendu, a Spanish merchant, lying in what was then the
important Cornish sea-port, the port of Mousehole. The judges
were W. Martin,” H. Spmumel G. de Knouille, R. de Bella
Fago, and Thomas de la Hyde, who was also Lord Warden
of the Stannaries. The names of the defendants were William
Cosyn (a name both.in Cornwall and Perigord perpetually
found: side by side with that of -Taillefer), William Taleran,
Ranulph de Boshorn, Constancia de. Boscawen, and William
de Alcarn, Henry Aubyn, Philip Sulgene, Ralph son of Alionora
de Tredyn, Walter son of Reginald de Tredyn, John Dausoun,
Thomas Burwyk, Henry T}ndofrwes Lawrence de Boscawen,
Richard Kaer, John son of Thomas de Rosemoddress, JoceI)ue
de Boleygon, Roger Calwe, Robert son of Horde, Henry
brother of Rocvex Calwe, Ralph Foel, Robert Ethen John
Tayllefer, Phlhp Hona, and William Stalbe. The goods and
chattels which formed the cargo, and which they are accused of
carrying off were wax, Cordovan leather, onions, hides, bales of
white skins from DBogtye, 30 chests of silver cups, gold and
silver money, robes, armour, cloth of gold, rabbit skins, and
other goods to the value of £9000 sterlmfr The defence set up
in the case of the first five prisoners was “that they were tinners
and could not, therefore, be tried except by a jury of tinners; and
after Thomas de la Hyde had testified to this fact, they were
accordingly relegated, under this singular old Cornish custom,
to his tribunal as Lord Warden. - In the case of the next seven,
it was successfully pleaded that they had been tried, convieted
and punished already. As to the others, beginning with Lawrence
Boscawen, and including John Tayllefer (\\ ith the exception of
two who were acqmtted), they were convieted, damages in small
amounts being found against them, and they were, in addition,
committed to gaol. What was the real signiticance of this curious
case it is difficult to say: whether it was an actual case of delibevate
plunder on the part of the marauding population in the neigh-
bourhood, or “whether it was Justmed on the ground of any.
existing war, or. of any obligation on the part of “the merchant,
it is beyond our power- to “settle. The presence ‘of - a hdy,
Constancia de Boscawen, is a curious clement in the proceedings:

" (7o be continued.)

} Assize Rolls; Cornwall M. & 3, m 4, d.













































INSCRIPTIONS ON THE EAST FRONT OF SIR WILLIAM BORLASE’S
GRAMMAR SCHOOL AT GREAT MARLOW, BUCKS:
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motto. ~ We seem almost to know them well enouch, from the
little we do know. to feel sure that with them that was no mere
idle phrase. One thing, it appeavs, they clearly recognised, and
that was that if the orowing desive for learning was to ﬁml safe
“and proper channels, plactlc il technical education must be
advanced. It was to trade, successfully carried on in the reigns
of Henry VII and I hmbcth, that ‘their own fortunes were
mainly due. The yeoman proprietor in those days when he
wanted to make his son a gentleman, sent him into trade, for
commerce was then, as in every healthy state of society it should
be, honourable and honoured. So it had been with this Sir
William’s great-grandfather.  The younger son of a Cornish
landowner-—one of a famnily who prided themselves on having
lived for many centuries in the place that bore their name—he
came to London to make a fortune, and he made it,—which is
more than those did whom he left behind in Cornwall. It was
not long before this that Edward Borlas, as we have seen, was
supplying Henry VIII with wine for the Field of the Cloth of
Gold, and was 1n a position to arrange a marriage for himself
with th(, daughter and heiress of Baldw yn, the Chief Justice of
the Common Pleas, which cave his son the means to purchase
these Marlow estates. In ioundmw thercfore, and establishing
the school at Marlow, the two Sir \\ itliams were extending to
others those henetits, which their own tamily had reaped.!

YSee South Bucks Free Press, Feb, 17, 1882,
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